Introduced by Council Member Love and CO-Sponsored by Council Member Crescimbeni:
RESOLUTION 2016-661
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING LITERACY PROS OF JACKSONVILLE, INC. FOR ITS OUTSTANDING ENDEAVORS TO ERADICATE ILLITERACY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
literacy is fundamental in our ability to better understand the world around us. Literacy bolsters our sense of dignity and self-worth; it is a vital link to others in our midst with whom we live, work and worship. Literacy is key to any measure of success to which everyone aspires; and
WHEREAS,
since 2003, Literacy Pros of Jacksonville, Inc. has been in the vanguard in eradicating illiteracy by providing tools that have enhanced the lives of many and, in turn, strengthened our communities and City; and

WHEREAS, initially, with six Learn to Read tutors, Literacy Pros embarked on a commitment to combat illiteracy. Groups like Learn to Read were organized in churches, businesses and social organizations to identify and train volunteers as tutors; and
WHEREAS,
in 2013, Literacy Pros partnered with the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office to provide literacy workshops for inmates. Beginning with literacy workshops at the Community Transitional Center, Literacy Pros has helped hundreds of inmates learn how to read and, in doing so, made a difference in the lives of inmates and their families, lowered the rate of recidivism and provided a pathway toward productive citizenship; and

WHEREAS,
through the years of Literacy Pros championing literacy, it has enjoyed the confidence and support of many in the community including: the First Presbyterian Church that has provided office space and funds, the Williams Foundation that funded the literacy program for prison inmates, the Urban League that sponsored workshops and assisted in the prison program, the United Way, the Drummond Press, Wal-Mart and others; and
WHEREAS,
 recognizing the vital importance of Literacy Pros in transforming the lives of inmates, in 2016 Sheriff Mike Williams created a staff position whose sole responsibility was to insure that inmates who sought to improve their lives by learning how to read proficiently were provided with sufficient tutoring; and
WHEREAS,
as Literacy Pros of Jacksonville, Inc. has been an invaluable asset to our community, it is appropriate that we recognize, honor and commend the work that this magnificent organization has done in eradicating illiteracy and making ours a better City to live, work and raise a family; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council hereby honors and commends Literacy Pros of Jacksonville, Inc. for its outstanding endeavors to eradicate illiteracy and wishes the organization continued successes in the years ahead.




Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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